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. Serious RefleQions affeBtionately wem eee 5 


to the Mell. diſpoſed of every Religious De- 
nomination, particularly thoſe who Mourn 
and Lament on account of the Calamities 
which attend-us; and the qt ulity that 

7 generally prevails. 


F People had never ſcen War kindled | in 
a Country and between neighbouring 


Nations, they could hardly believe that men 
would be fo inattentive to the dictates of 
Reaſon, the tender feelings of humanity and _ _ 
he more ſublime nature and precepts of rf 
| Goſpel, ® as deliberately to engage in battle 
de For the deſtruction of each other. That 
loaded as men are with their own frailties 
and miſeries,they ſhould indaſtriouſly labour 
to encreaſe them and contrive new ways for 
the ruin and ſlaughter one of another. They 
| have but a ſhort and uncertain time to live. 
 - Vork of the greateſt importance to per- 
form, f and yet will not ſuffer thoſe awful 
ene to paſs gh in peace. Wars, 


i + 


* Mat. v. 44. by your Enemies. bleſs them that 


curſe you; do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you and per- 


ſecute you; that ye may be the Children of your” — 


Fa her which | is in Heaven 5 


t Fhrip . Workout your own 8 witlh. 


. fear and trembling - For what is a Man ay rare 
it he pin: the whole 8 we lo eee 
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« ſays an ancient Father, : are Spectacles 


„Which the devil doth cruelly ſport with, - 
c Mankind.” And Biſhop Taylor well ob- 
ſerves. © That as contrary as cruelty is to 
„ mercy; tyranny to charity, ſo is War and 
„ Bloodſhed to the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs 
c of the Chriſtian Religion.'' The apoſtle 
James hath clearly anfwered the queſtion 
with reſpect to the occaſion of War chap. iv. 
1. From whence come Wars and Fight- 
«ings amongſt you? come they not hence 
20 even of your luſts?” How extreme then 
mult be that 3 which produces ſo 
deſperate an effect. It is now ſeveral years 
ſince the hand of God has been lifted up in 
Judgment; great diſtreſs and ſufferings have 
and ſtill do attend us; multitudes of our 
Fellow - men have been hurried into eternity, 
and yet the People do not appear humbled 
nor careful to inquire into the true cauſe. 
Sinners are chaſtiſed, and yet remain uncon- 
verted. Let us look no where elſe but in 
| ourſelves for the caufe of our miſeries; our 
Sins are our greateſt Enemies and draw upon 
us all the reſt. We fight againſt thoſe we 
eſteem our Foes, and inſtead of labouring 
to overcome our fins, we balely, yield 0 
their temptations, _ 
It is the Sighing and Supplications of the - 
contrite hearted which God will hear, and 
when his anger 18 lcd over, He will re- 
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member his former mercies. Let us, beloved 
Brethren, not forget our profeſſion as Chriſ- 
tians: nor the bleſſing promiſed by Chriſt to 
the Peace-makers, * but let all ſincerely ad- 

| dreſs our common Father for ability to pray, 
not for the deſtruction of our Enemies, who 


are {till our Brethren, the Purchaſe of our 


bleſſed Redeemer's blood; but for an agree- 
ment with them. Not i in order to indulge _ 
our paſſions in the Gain and Delights of this. 
vain World, and forget that we are called to 
be as Pilgrims and Strangers in it; but that 
we may be more compoſed and better fitted 
for the kingdom of God; that in the diſpen- 
ſations of his good pleaſure he may grant us 
' ſuch a Peace, as may proveto the conſolation 
of the Church, as well as the Nation, and 
be on earth an Image of the eee of d 
N Heaven. 2 455 
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* Mat. v. 9. Bleſſed are as bene makers; for they 

ſhall be called the Children of God. = 

5 + Our Saviour enjoins us to pray to our Father, 
&; Mat. vi. 10. Thy will be done on Earth, as it 


is done in Heaven—forgive us us our . = LY EY 
| forgive our * Debtors: | 
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N emen Ferrat © G65, Bhs had 
| known deliverance from the dark 


powers, and experimentally felt the powers 
of the world to come, a few hours before 
his death, expreſſed himfelt in the followin 
words: © There is a ſpirit which I feel, Ne 
8 delights to do no evil, nor to revenge any 
* wrong, but delights to endure all things, 
in hopes to enjoy its own in the end; its 
* hope is to outlive all wrathand contention, 
and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty - 
s or whatſoever is of a nature contrary to it- 
« ſelf; it ſees to the end of all temptations; 
as it bears no evil itſelf, ſo it conceives 
e none in thought to any other; for its 
„ground and ſpring is the mercies and for- 


„ givenels of God; its crown is meekneſs; 
c its life is everlaſting love unfeigned, and 


« takes its kingdom with intreaty, and not 
« with contention, and keeps it by Jowlineſs 
of mind; in God alone it can rejoice, | 
. though none elſe regard it, or can own its 
6 life; tis conceived in ſorrow, and brought- 
forth without any to pity it, nor doth it © 
(e murmur at grief and oppreffon; it never 
s rejoiceth but through ſuttcrings, for with 
e the world's joy it is murdered. I found it 
« alone, being forſaken: I have feliowlhip. 
;; 5 therein with thoſe that lived in dens and 
e « defolate places of the earth, who through 
IB +7 « death Som reſurreRtion | and excrual. 
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